
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
BARROW

Meeting date: 18 November 2019

From: Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services

BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report brings together information from across the Community 
teams including Community Development, waste prevention, and 
libraries, and provides an update on work and agreed activity since the 
last meeting of the Committee.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The County Council’s vision set out in the Council Plan 2018-2022 is to 
be “a Council that works with residents, businesses, communities and 
other organisations to deliver the best services possible within the 
available resources.” The approach and work of the Local Committee 
directly contributes to this, and area based working, and shaping 
services locally is one of the key ways of delivering this vision.

2.2 The work of Barrow Local Committee, through its Area Plan and 
projects helps to achieve the Council Plan 2018-2022 outcomes, which 
are:
 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe
 People in Cumbria are well connected and thriving
 The economy in Cumbria is thriving and benefits everyone

2.3 The development, operation and monitoring of the Council Plan 
requires a focus on the Council’s performance against the identified 
outcomes, increasingly understood through localities. Barrow Area 
Plan sets out three targeted priorities for the area, which are:
 Improving health and well-being and tackling poverty
 To support Cumbria’s Early Help strategy which enables support 

for children, families and young people
 Promoting sustainable economic growth and creating jobs.



2.4 The locally devolved funding is available for Local Committees to 
allocate within the area to support positive outcomes, targeted and 
mainstream, designed to improve outcomes for the communities of 
Barrow. This funding can be targeted to initiate new activity or to 
enhance/complement existing provision according to locally 
determined need.

2.5 Local Committee is mindful of equality issues and duly considers that 
its actions and decisions do not result in inequality of service 
provision or exclusion from participation. The work of Local Committee 
directly supports the Council’s wider equalities agenda.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members note the updates in this report
3.2 That Members agree to de-commit £1,599 as outlined in paragraphs 

4.10-4.11
3.3 That Members consider whether they wish to fund 2 Speed Indication 

Devices at a cost of £9,000 as outlined in paragraphs 4.12-4.16.
3.4 That Members consider whether they wish to fund a traffic study at a 

cost of £9,000 as outlined in paragraphs 4.12-4.16, and indicating 
whether this wish part of this funding to be met from the remaining 
Area Planning allocation.

3.5 That Members consider whether they wish to reallocate the £4,590 
previously allocated to the 2018/19 School Crossing SLA (paragraph 
4.18) to General Provisions as a contribution towards the Speed 
Indication Devices and Traffic Study outlined in paragraphs 4.12-4.16.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report provides Members with an update of the work of Barrow Local 
Committee and the Community Development Team since its meeting of 20 
September 2019 and outlines provisional and actual expenditure against 
Local Committee’s budget as of 30 October 2019.
Area Working and Community Services Update

4.2 Since the last meeting of Local Committee there have been a number of 
meetings and workshops, including:

 25th September – there was a meeting of the town centre liaison group, 
discussing the development of a town centre masterplan

 26th September – At the end of grants panel a discussion was held 
regarding 3rd Sector waste reuse

 15th October – a Member briefing and stakeholder workshop was held 
looking at the parking study around Askam Station

 16th October -  there was a Member workshop looking at winter 
maintenance

 24th October – Members met to discuss issues around access into 
Hindpool Retain Park



 25th October – following grants panel Members received a briefing and 
held a discussion regarding the library service

4.3 In addition to these specific briefing and workshop sessions Members have 
continued to meet as part of working groups to continue to progress key 
local committee projects including developing the Ormsgill community hub, 
community development activity on Barrow Island and refreshing the 
children and young people’s working group.

4.4 The Area Manager and Community Development Team have continued to 
support and lead a number of projects across the Borough for Local 
Committee, and a brief update on some of these is outlined below for 
Members Information:
Establish a Love Barrow Running Festival
This was a priority project identified by Barrow Local Committee, and aimed 
to build on the legacy of the Tour of Britain coming to Barrow in 2018/19.
The Festival was developed in partnership and was held on 6th October 
2019 with over 600 runners taking part overall.  This was complemented by 
a Health Festival held in the Forum, developed in partnership with Mind, 
Barrow ICC & University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay Trust.
This event was really successful and we are already starting to think ahead 
to the 2020 festival!  A full report on the event is attached at Appendix 1 for 
Members information.
The redevelopment of Barrow Central Library
As has been reported to Members previously the project to further open up 
existing space within Barrow Central Library and develop it into a key 
customer hub has continued to progress.  A contractor has now been 
appointed to carry out the works, and work is due to commence on 2nd 
November with final completion in early Autumn 2020.  
The overarching aim of the project is to make this key building more 
accessible to the public and to enable it to become even more vibrant and 
support more services and activities for example skills and learning.  Key 
elements of the refurbishment work include:

 Enabling the old museum room to be used and open to the public by 
refurbishing the lift and installing a fire escape

 Opening up the currently unused space in the “stack” area to create 
additional rooms for both community and county council use.

 Improving toilet facilities crucially including the development of 
changing places facilities

 Creating a new multi use room on the ground floor which can be used 
by the library, wider community and council.

 Knocking through into the archive centre to enable better access to this 
key service

 Carrying out necessary maintenance work such as replacing the old 
boiler, roof repairs etc.

Ongoing updates on this project will be provided to Members through both 
Local Committee Meetings and also Area Planning and workshop sessions. 



Ormsgill Community Hub
As Members are aware the area planning work around Ormsgill continues to 
develop.  The Strengthening Ormsgill Community (SOC) multi-agency 
partnership meets regularly, and over the summer the community (supported 
by the team) organised and ran a series of really great community events.  
This was followed by the community running a very successful pumpkin 
parade.
The redevelopment of the children’s centre into a community hub is due to 
start in January with works scheduled for completion in April.  In the 
meanwhile as Members are aware the Community Skills and Learning team 
are now running classes from the Family Centre, and the library has also 
relocated to this building, in preparation for all services moving into the 
Community Hub in late spring.
Outdoor Opportunities
As was reported to Local Committee in September, as part of the Love 
Barrow Together work a suggestion was raised about exploring potential 
opportunities to support outdoor activities and families to go camping / take a 
break in the local area.  A small working group has been pulled together to 
look at this further and to develop options for how this could be achieved.  
This work has continued to develop with potential ideas and opportunities 
being explored. 
Supporting Children and Families and community development on 
Barrow Island
Members identified Barrow Island as one of the priority areas they wished to 
focus on, building on existing partnership working, and focussing on 
challenges and opportunities for the community.  
Following the Barrow Island Residents meeting in June the Barrow Island 
Partnership Group has been established - a multi-agency partnership 
including residents who are beginning to identify the key issues and develop 
an action plan for how to take them forward.  The Community Development 
Team are working with residents, partners and local businesses looking at 
next steps, and opportunities to provide a more joined up service provision 
around a hub model are also being explored. 
Egerton Court Wellbeing Hub
As Members are aware, the Egerton Court Wellbeing Hub partners continue 
to engage tenants on Egerton Court in the Wellbeing Hub. Whilst much of 
this has consisted of crisis management however this approach has ensured 
the prevention of issues escalating.
The next phase of supporting tenants has resulted in an information sharing 
agreement being developed ensuring that the most vulnerable receive 
targeted intervention and support, with partners identifying who is best 
placed to support the tenants holistically. The vetting and supporting of new 
tenants is continuing and partners are engaged at a very early stage to 
support them.



One CCTV police camera has been installed (2nd camera due to be installed 
shortly) in Egerton Court, and this has proved invaluable in identifying tenant 
behaviours, ensuring vulnerable tenants are protected and supported and 
partners safety in the Wellbeing Hub.
Below is the data from The Well and Mind on the interventions that have 
taken place since the Hub opened at the end of January. Also detailed is the 
police statistics.

The Hub is an organic flexible model of working and develops according to 
the needs of tenants. Next phases of the Hub will be holding a tenants’ 
community group and mutual aid meetings. Also the offer of Hepatitis C 
Testing and The Well to provide Building Better Opportunities linking to CCC 
Community Learning & Skills.



Case studies are being developed to evidence in more detail the support 
being provided and the impacts this is having. The progression and personal 
development of the volunteers in The Well who support the tenants in the 
Hub is a case study in itself. The volunteers are able to demonstrate their 
journey recovering from alcohol and substance misuse and supporting the 
tenants on their journey. Volunteers have stated that the Wellbeing Hub has 
provided them with a sense of purpose and giving back to the community.
Supporting Children and Families in the Greengate area of the town
This priority area of focus was originally identified by the Children and Young 
People’s Working Group and has arisen from the discussions around 
developing a pre early help model of working.  This work has been 
superseded however by a wider “Barrow Conversation” where a number of 
partners including the police, schools, Womens Community Matters and 
Love Barrow Families came together to begin to explore a more joined up 
approach across all sectors to working to support our communities and 
families to thrive.  
This initial work has led to the establishment of the “Love Barrow Together” 
approach, and Councillor Burns and the Area Manager have been invited to 
sit on the Board for this group and will continue to report back to Local 
Committee.
Local Area Performance

4.5 Members held a workshop in March with Senior Analyst - performance 
looking at the new local area performance scorecards which have been 
developed based on the Council Plan Delivery Plan Outcomes.  It was 
agreed that these would be brought to Local Committee on a quarterly basis 
for Members information, and to enable Local Committee to review 
performance, identifying if there are any areas and issues which they feel 
need more in depth review and focus from Local Committee.  Quarter 1 of 
this scorecard is attached at Appendix 2 for Members’ information and 
consideration.
Barrow Libraries and Archives

4.6 Between 26th June and 24th August the library service actively engaged with 
2465 under 19s and 765 adults giving a total of 3230 members of our 
community. This is purely events and does not count library borrowing

4.7 An overview of some of these activities and key events are outlined below 
for Members’ information.
Lasting Diaries with Jennie Dennett and BBC Radio Cumbria. 
“12 hours, 100 people and 20,000 ration stamp-
stickers later, our Pixel Portrait of Barrow’s 
‘Housewife, 49’ Nella Last is nearly there! 
#lastingdiaries @HeritageFundUK “
BBC Radio Cumbria was recorded live in Barrow 
Library from 9am to 12 noon.
Two schools visited to take part in a writing 
workshop and help stick ration stickers onto Nella’s portrait: St Paul’s 
Juniors and Furness Academy
And there was a display of diaries kept by the archive Service

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lastingdiaries?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD_RlAQKQ20e2DDLI1K9iVU8sjxoevu5jQvM9TAEblMAbDaYzMWBvzSJAGBSxtd2fSE65-4gJbS7ahLJ7CjABRL62xEtdeHotPFFLHu-DhIjJIqWPHZRw0O4DO_mq1IOuSNQ3v7PCTtNKPqZj98lqPkvwEWMlfs_O6bFZUfRSv82eT5N1a9NJlKdOEvWEi99ruJ8sLiBDPUm_jMgpSLjJREjlrqkBIsYbwu4_KDXn-aVkhsn6foQISMssegI-onQALoanGLYDOVsEYEe9Z28nTk6Bpo0pKE8RkJG1xZbOHe4CThNeTDsbm2Bj3Er9W24tSB6CzfdUT_V3B-_1OUMdj4Hw&__tn__=%2ANK-R


Heritage Open Days event at Dalton Community Centre 
The theme of this year’s event was Dalton in the Second World War.  The 
Archive Centre produced a small exhibition and took along relevant archives.  
Unfortunately the event had not been well publicised by the organisers and 
only a few people turned up.
Exhibition: Dissent and Non-Conformity in Furness
Tottlebank Baptist Church, the oldest Baptist church in Lancashire, 
celebrated 350 years this year.  As part of their celebrations the archive 
Centre agreed to produce an exhibition which looked at all the non-
conformist churches in the Furness area.  This is up in the library and will 
remain up until the endo of the year. 
Autism Areas Barrow Library
Following the funding received from Local Committee, we have now set up 
our new Adults and Children’s Autism Areas within the Main library, and 
Members were invited to visit these new areas on 28th October. 
We recently had visits from St Georges, Sandside and George Hastwell 
schools to have a look at our new Autism areas and give us some feedback. 
The feedback from the schools was very positive and useful and will enable 
us to make the two areas to be even more welcoming. 
St Georges have already been three times and plan on coming in weekly. 
They said it was a brilliant space for their young children and there was 
nothing else like it locally, particularly when the weather is bad.  We are 
planning on a special story time for the children of St Georges to come too.
A final and full round up of the Summer Reading Challenge
The Summer Reading Challenge is a national celebration of reading for 
children ages 4-12 run in partnership with The Reading Agency. Children 
dropped in to sign up anytime the libraries were open throughout the 
summer. They read six books over the summer and collected rewards. All 
children who completed the challenge were entered into our competition to 
win a tablet, kindly donated by Story Construction.
We launched the Challenge on Saturday 20th July with a visit from the 
Ashton Theatre Company young producers. They performed a specially 
devised performance inspired by space themed books. In a collaborative 
performance library staff crafted with the audience between scenes and their 
art work created beautiful back drops to the next scene. We had 
spacecraft’s, stars and alien underpants! 
In order to support the challenge and assist parents over the holidays we 
offered high quality free activities for children at Barrow and in our branches. 
There was Lego and Duplo Club where children let their imagination run wild 
in fun-filled Lego sessions with space themes. We let the space adventures 
begin with the ever popular YoKids, time for yoga inspired by stories! We 
made beautiful space jars at our Digital Crafts session. 
My daughter attended this event (Moontastic Mobiles) today at Roose 
Library and had a lovely time. Well recommended. Karen parent 



Our Young Writers Club was very popular, our very own published author 
Tom Ashton delivered these inspiring sessions where budding authors and 
master story tellers created their own characters and played writing games 
and created their own stories a fun introduction to storytelling.
We stepped into the future with computer coding! Taking place at branch 
libraries Children learnt the elements of game design and created their own 
games at Chris Pease’s coding club. Our Story Tots & Rhyme Time 
sessions for 0-5s and their grownups continued throughout the summer with 
space themed crafts and stories. We loved sharing stories, crafting and 
playing together. 
We were delighted to have The Wordsworth Trust deliver High Hills and 
Mighty Mountains Activities and Crafts, William and Dorothy loved climbing 
mountains so the children made an outdoors diary with space for writing and 
sketching as they go on their own adventures! We were joined by Katharine 
from the waste prevention team who showed us how to transform and 
recycle to create our very own Moon Mobile. Pokémon Video Game Club 
took place at Barrow and Walney Libraries. Players brought their own games 
devices and met up with other players at this relaxed and friendly club. Blast 
Off With Book Craft took place at Barrow and branches and was very 
popular. 
We fell in love with the terribly naughty Klawde Evil Alien Overlord and had 
great fun with Sputniks Guide to Life on Earth. Katie had such a fab time 
today thanks for all your effort. Ruth, parent
All our branch libraries had a Drop in Crafts day each week. Children were 
invited to come and take part in our Space Chase interactive treasure trail 
activity. They collected all the answers and handed in their sheets to be 
entered into a prize draw. On these specific days branch libraries also put 
out drop in craft tables, over the summer we made rockets, aliens, 
bookmarks and moon decorations.



We promote the challenge across our social media platforms and promote 
reading for pleasure as a viable activity for parents over the long summer 
holidays. 
We hope the impact will be more confident readers returning to school in 
September.  These activities would not be possible without the commitment 
of our own library staff, the wonderful young volunteers who spend their 
summer making a difference to their community and local schools who help 
promote and encourage their children’s participation. A true team effort.    
My children have had a great time participating in several of these sessions, 
thank you for holding such fantastic range of activities. Allison, parent 
MacMillan coffee morning
Approximately 15 local organisations set up stalls at the event to raise 
awareness of the services they provide with a theme of Health and 
Wellbeing.  These included The Alzheimer’s Society, United Utilities, The 
Stroke Association, Life Leisure, The Barrow and District Disabilities Society 
and Morecambe Bay Health Trust to name but a few.
Lots of our customers attended the event and were delighted with the range 
of services they were able to access in one place whilst raising funds for this 
amazing cause.
The aim of this event was to tackle social isolation, raise awareness of local 
health and wellbeing facilities in the area and support the Macmillan charity.
We raised in excess of £250 for Macmillan and introduced some non library 
members to the ray of activities we have in Barrow Library.
Local Committee Budget

4.8 The monitoring report is intended to summarise the most up to date position 
with regards to the Communities Budget, taking into account previous 
decisions taken by Local Committee.

4.9 The discretionary budget delegated to Local Committee is detailed in 
Appendix 3, providing the latest financial position including the committee 
expenditure and the remaining unallocated resources up to 31 October 
2019.

4.10 Through regular monitoring of the budget it has been noted that there are 2 
outstanding commitments in General provisions dating back to March 2017.  
One of these is for £50 for Cumbria CVS and one is for £1,549 for Barrow 
BID. 

4.11 As Local Committee has funded the contributions up to and including 2019 
and all agreed funding to Cumbria CVS has been paid, it is recommended 
that Local Committee decommit this funding enabling it to be brought back 
into the General Provisions budget for Members to use as appropriate.

4.12 At the meeting of Highways Sub Group on 15th October 2019, Members 
further discussed 2 key issues that have been raised previously:

 The issue of road safety and the potential value of purchasing and 
installing Speed Indication Devices (SIDs).

 The issue of traffic around Hollywood Park roundabout and the access 
into Hindpool retail Park.



4.13 In relation to SIDs, these are designed to show speeds of passing vehicles 
and give a message - thank you and smiley face if under speed limit / slow 
down and sad face if over speed limit. They are used to change driver 
attitudes and to make others notice the speed of passing vehicles so act as 
traffic calming. Members felt strongly that there would be a significant benefit 
to installing a pair of these on Greengate Street.

4.14 The Highways Network Manager has confirmed that 2 SIDs supplied and 
installed would cost £9,000.  Local Committee are therefore asked whether 
they would wish to fund this from General Provisions, as there is currently no 
available funding available through the Highways Budget in the 2019/20 
financial year .

4.15 In relation to traffic around Hollywood Park roundabout and the access into 
Hindpool retail Park, this is an issue that Members have raised concerns 
about for some time.  In order to better consider any future options and 
potential works that could deliver improvements however additional detailed 
work will need to be undertaken.  It is proposed therefore that a study is 
commissioned to see if there are any ways to improve junction capacity and 
access arrangements and produce some costed designs of how the 
junctions would look like.  Should funding become available in the future 
therefore this evidence would support any future works.

4.16 The Highways Network Manager has identified that carrying out a study as 
outlined above would cost £9,000.  Local Committee are therefore asked to 
consider whether they wish to fund this study from General Provisions either 
£9,000 from the currently unallocated funds in General Provisions or from a 
combination of the remaining Area Planning Allocation of £6,127 together 
with £2,873 from currently unallocated funds in General Provisions. 

4.17 Members have agreed to keep the School Crossing Patrol budget under 
review should additional funding be required to supplement this budget to 
meet the Service Level Agreement.  At this stage it is not proposed at this 
time that additional funding is vired from the General Provisions budget to 
School Crossing Patrol budget, but that Local Committee keeps this under 
review at future meetings.  

4.18 There is £4,590 in the School Crossing Patrol budget previously allocated to 
the 2018/19 School Crossing SLA but no longer required for this purpose as 
the 2018/19 SLA has been settled in full.  Local Committee may wish to 
consider transferring this £4,590 to the General Purposes allocation as a 
contribution to the proposed safety schemes in paragraphs 4.12 to 4.16 
above.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Local Committee can choose to support the recommendations outlined in 
this report, amend them and choose to commit different levels of funding 
within their delegated budget, or not to accept the. 



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The position as at the end of August for budgets other than Highways 
allocated to Local Committee are as set out in Appendix 3 (paragraphs 4.8 
and 4.9). 

6.2 There are currently £24,191 of unallocated funds in the General Provision 
budget available for future commitment.  If Local Committee decide to agree 
to fund two speed indication devices (recommendation 3.3) and the speed 
study (recommendation 3.4) this would commit a further £18,000 leaving 
£6,191 of funds in General Provison available for future commitment.  
Altenratively, if Local Committee decide to agree to meet £6,127 of the cost 
of the speed study form the Area Planning Allocation the further commitment 
of the General Provision budget would be £11,873 leaving £12,318 of funds 
in General Provision available for future commitment (recommendation 3.4).   

6.3 If Local Committee decide to agree to decommit £1,599 in General 
Provisions as outlined in paragraphs 4.10 to 4.11 the General Provision 
funds available for future commitment would increase by £1,599 
(recommendation 3.2).  

6.4 If Local Committee decide to reallocate the £4,590 previously allocated to 
the 2018/19 School Crossing SLA to General Provisions as a contribution 
towards the speed indication devices and speed study (paragraphs 4.12 to 
4.18) the remaining School Crossing Patrol Funds would be fully committed 
(recommendation 3.5) and the amount available in General Provision for 
future commitment would increase by £4,590. It is currently forecast that the 
amount allocated to the 2019/20 School Crossing SLA will be sufficient to 
meet the projected cost (paragraph 4.17).  

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report provides the Local Committee with a comprehensive update on 
its Communities budgets and related matters delegated to the Committee.

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director - Corporate, Customer and Community Services

3 November 2019

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Love Barrow Running Festival Report
Appendix 2 – Quarter 1 Performance Scorecard
Appendix 3 – Local Committee Budget



Electoral Divisions: All Barrow

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Tracey Ingham 0790 1884620, tracey.ingham@cumbria.gov.uk 

mailto:tracey.ingham@cumbria.gov.uk

